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The event in which fashionable theater-
goer! are mora interested than any that has
preceded it lor some time is the engage-me- nt

of the Lillian Russell opera com-
pany at the Grand w, Tuesday and
Wednesday evening. She is to present
"La Cigale" at the first two performances
and "The Mountebanks" Wednesday even-in- g.

Nature and art have combined to
BquiD Miss Russell with graces'and gifts
that demand a recognition from all who
see and hear her. As a vocal artist,
pure and simple, setting aside all the
charms of person and the attrac-
tions incidental to tbo magnificent
stage surroundings and elegant costumes
of "La Cigala," Miss Russell easily holds
the foremost place in this country on the
opera comique stage. A rarely, musical
voice, fine taste and artistic feeling, all
combine to make her a vocal artist who can
be listened to with satisfaction by the
most critical, and each and all of her num-
bers in tne performance call out a most en--
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in last year's "Two Old Cronies." and other
clever performers. TheWhallen A Martell
company, it is claimed, has more new per-
formers than any other specialty show
traveling:.

The returns from the election will be
read from the stage of the Park, as fast &9
received, Tuesday night

The Jfew "Devil's Auction.'
The "Devil's Auction' a glittering spec-

tacular piece, which is by no means new to
Indianapolis, for it has been seen here
often, will be presented in its new form at
the Grand next Friday and Saturday and
Saturday matinee Since the piece was
last seen here it has been entirely rewrit-
ten by Mr. Charles II. Yale, and all its bal-

lets, specialties, scenery, costumes, etc., aro
entirely new. The piece is now aiven with
seven elaborate changes of scenes, the
most notable of which are the illuminated
laboratory, the garden of the Idols.the cavCe
of Despair, the Palace of the Pasha, and the
brilliant transformation. Three new bal-
lets are introduced in the "Devil's Auc-
tion," and it sives the "Dance of the Pea-
cocks." a feature that added much to its
success when it was first presented. An-
other feature is the "Widows' Dance," in
which six demure-lookin- g young women,
dressed in sombre black, do a dance that is
said to be not entirely consistent with their
habilamentsof woe. The "Devil's Auc-
tion," from a spectacular point of view, is
a very brilliant aQair, and its performance
is full of entertainment.

Another Couiie Opera Success.
'The Isle of Champagne," a very elabor-

ate and beautiful oomio opera production,
comes to English's Monday and Tuesday
evening, the 14th and 15th insts., with
Thomas Q. Seabrooka as the star, and a
company of eighty people. The opera, or,
rather, its book, which is said to be one of
the wittiest of the day, is the joint work of
Charles Alfred I3yrne,tbe famous critio and
journalist, and Louis Harrison, one ot the
best likedjcomedlans on the American stage.
Mr. Byrne has won fame and fortune as the
author of "Tl e Pearl trf Pekin." "Castlea in
the Air," and other exceedingly clever

Harrison isnotonly known
through his excellent work as a comedian,
but further as ono of the wittiest writers in
current literature. The music of the opera
was composed by Mr. W. V. Furst. who is
alo responsible for the scores of lnanr
clever works. Through these facts, it is
apparent that the "Isle of Champacne" is
the result of the combined labors of three
very able men, and its wonderful success
since its first presentation leads to the ex-
pectancy of a most enjoyable performance.
The produetion in gorgeonsness and neat-
ness is said to excel "Wang," aud the opera
is lully as entertaining.

Empire Theater.
Alexander & Allen's spectacular pro

duction, "Black Crook." will appear at the
Empire all next wfck, commencing to-

morrow matinee. Besides tha well-know- n

spectacle of "Black Crook" seven distinct
specialties will be presented. The scenio
portion of the play (if such it may be called)
is said to bo strong, and the dramatio work
is in capable hands. All told, tho company
cumbers forty persons. The familiar story
of the trials of Kntlolpb, the poor artist, in
ins love for Lady Agnes, tho coming of
Hardy Knute and his atanio Majesty and
the terrors and nplendors of the recesses of
tho Hartz mountains are interspersed with
some good specialties by the Boweu broth-ei- a

on the triple brs. the Silverman: In
their inusic.1l act, Patnod in feats of bal-
ancing. Matt (Jerwiu. Iruh character, and
fianciDg by Majorie Maxwell and others.
The performance closes with a well-arrange- d

transformation sccue.
On election night. Nor. 8. an extra mid-

night performance will be piven, at U::X),
when tho patrons can receivo the election
returns and at the aame timn enjoy the per-
formance. A special wire has been run to
the Mane of the theater and an operator
has been engaged lor that night. Seats
ran be secured at any tune alter V a. M.
daily, or by telephone HOC.

C?oftft! r tlin Stign.
At Erglisb's and tie Park next Tuesday

night (election night) the latest retnrna
from the election will bo read from ths
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Lillian Russell.

thusiastio response Irom bar audience. The
vocal score in the mnsio of the title role
has been strengthened by the interpolation
of a tuneful "Summer Song." music by T.
PearsallTborae. and a pretty vocal gavotte
by Jesse Williams, both of which are ad-mira- bly

suited to Miss Russell's voice. In
her impersonation of "Marton" there is
said to be vivacity and dramatio strength,
and the strong scene of thelast aet is given
very ettectively.

Mr. Louis Harrison has the burden of the
comedy element of the production in the
role of Matthew, the nncle of La Cigale,
who subsequently becomes her manager,
and his labors in this duty can be much
commended. The cast enlists C. Haydtn
Coffin. William T. Carleton and others.
Mr. Coffin is the famous English baritone,
who was brought to this country especially
tor this opera. The Russell company,
which includes 125 people, will arrive here
from St. Louis on a special train of nine
cars at 6 o'clock this evening. It carries
all the elaborate special scenery employed
in the production at the Garden Theater,
New York.

"The Mountebanks." which Mis Russell
and her company are to present Wedneslay
night, is said to be something of a novelty
in the way of comic opera. The libretto
was written by W. S. Gilbert (of Gilbert
&. Sullivan) and the music by Alfred Cel-He- r.

It had a loug run in London, and the
Russell coiTpany will take it to New York
late this month to run the rest of the sea-
son there. It will be given an elaborate
production hero

Frank Mayo In Dry Crockett
It has been nearly twenty years since

Frank Mayo first presented "Davy
Crockett" on the stage, and for years it was
one of the roost successful plays on the
stage. Mr. 31 ayo let it rest for a time to
appear in other parts, bnt recently be has
taken up "Crockett" again and is dupli-
cating his former success. Mayo is a
romantic actor, whose high abilities are
well roeognlzed. His impersonation of the
honest backwoodsman is decidedly his best
characterization. The play is idyllio in
character, and although its story is laid in
the backwoods, it is totally devoid of that
element of sensationalism in which frontier
plays abound. It is absolutely true to
nature and that is the highest develop-
ment of art. Old theater-goer- s wi'l recall
"Davy Crockett" with pleasure, and to the
sewer generation is presented In it a beau-
tiful and most entertaining play.

Between the acts of the play Tuesday
night the election returns will be read
from the stage as fast as they are received,
complete arrangements having been made
to give a satisfactory service in this direc-
tion.

The "Power of the Press' at English's.
Mr. Augustus Piton's elaborate scenio

representation of "The Power of the Press,"
which pleased large audiencea here last
season, will be seen at English's next
Thursday. Friday and Saturday. "The
Power of the Press" illustrates a peculiar
part of New York life. The central figure
is a man who, in a drunken condition, is
accused and sentenced to prison

ISiD

orWjcra.i ! y&y

for another's crime. The prison gsrb
clings to him on his release, and
fce is shunned by his friends. Wita
a resolution to clear himself, he secures the
aid of the press and brines the guilty to
iaattcr. The sturr is unfolded witn n am-
ber ot striking tableaux moving cl'Jirly and
with briskness. The play is set with much
more than commonly tine scenery, and is
clothed with accuracy and fine taste.
There is not a common-plac- e pleceof paint- -
inc. while soma of the scenes are excellent
examples of tho painter's and mechanic's
art. In "The Tower of the Press" Mr.
l'itou baa a play which contains every ele-
ment of popularity. The cast is a large
one and thoroughly capable.

Vattrfevill at the Park.
Whallen Sc. MarteH's Specialty Company,

one of the largest and strongest organiza-
tions presenting a vaudeville entertain,
ment, will play at the Park all this week,
and the return of this organization, which
has always been popular with the patrons
of this house, maybe expected to result
in large audiences all week. Almost every
branch of the variety business is represent-
ed in this combination, and many or the
acta given by this season's company are en-tirr- ly

new. The orsnmratioo includes
Harry and Mildred Roccleve. Professor
Abt. illusionist; Uurke and Randall, acro-
bats; leaho and Collins, aons-and-danc- e

tneo; Ferry, the "trog.rnan.r whose act is a
novelty; Kitty Darke. Iriin impersonator;
we anjr.nTj.prijouiaine. tao star
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AMUSEMENTS.

stage, arrangements having been made to
get them promptly.. .

Mr. Abbey has secured the American
rights of the sporting drama, "The Prodi-
gal Daughter." now playing at the Theater
Koyal. London.

Comio opera returns to tho New York
Casino. The variety entertainment,, ns
given at that house, was absolutely hope-
less from the start.

A babv in green tights, a miniatnre of
Lillian Lewis in "Lady Li)," is the device
of Lawrence Marston for souvenirs of
every performance of the play.

Aubrey Boncicanlt's play, "TheFavor--
ite," was well received in San Francisco- -

last Monday. The author and E. J. Henley
are the chief actors in, the piece.

Annie Pixley's new ' play, "Miss Blythe.
of Duluth," has made a hit, There are in
it several striking situations, and the pop-
ular actress Is given ample opportunity to
display her ability.

Sol Smith liuaself, after an 'absence of
two year from Indianapolis, will play at
the Grand the latter part of noxt week, in
"Peaceful Valley." which is by far the
best play he has ever had.

Daniel Frohman has secured a new high
class comedy for toe Lyceum company by
the authors of "The Grey Mare." It is
called "The Guardsman," and will be pro-
duced in New York after the election.

Nina Boucicanlt, tho dolicate-lookin- g

daughter of the late actor and playwright,
seems to have followed her American fail-
ure as an actress by doing excellently in
London, nrobably because a suitable char-
acter was assigned to her there.

Lillian Russell is by long odds the queen
of comic opera. Her reign in New York
has been uninterrupted lor several years,
and it would be useless at this period to
allude to her personal charms. No woman
on the stage to-da- y can hope to equal her.

Harry Kerneil gave away 810.000, so bis
wifo says, to some one she doesn't know
who junt before his incarceration inBloomingdale. Poor Kerneil is 6UlTering
from general paresis and repeats fraement-ar- y

sentences and is apparently a physical
wreck,

Lillian Russell wears the mot gorgeous
gowns, it is said, in "The Montebauks" and
"La Cigale" ever eeon on the stage. The
libretto of the first-name- d opera was writ-
ten by W. 8. Gilbert, Sir Arthur Sullivan's
former partner, and is said to bo in his
wittiest vein.

Mrs. Leslie Carter will bid good-b- y to
"Miss Helyett" at the end of the present
season and go back to emotional work.
They new play which David Belasco has
writton for tho actress is called "Heart of
Maryland." and it is said to contain lots of
tears for the star.

Miss Yokes has always been noted for
surrounding herself with pretty youug
ladies, aud this season it is said she has sur-
passed herself in that respect. The latest
additions to her company are the Muses
Kvangeline Irving. Blancho Burion and
Marie Hillyer, thrtto distinct types of fem-
inine loveliness.

The Lost Paradise," which is underlined
for the Grand for three nights, beginning
tho 14th inst., is one of the greatest plavs
of recent years, according to the reports
wherever it has been played. Its story is
based on a new phaee of the labor question
in an - original way. Chanes Frohman's
Now York company will present it here.

Felix Morris announces that he will
launch outnext season lor himself asastar.
He lias notified Manager clay, of tho
Kosina Yokes company, of his intentions,
in order that Mr. Clay might have ample
time to look abont lor his successor nextyear. When Mia Yokes' s season closes
next May Mr. Morris will bid her farewell
and prepare lor his own tonr.

Mr. E. J. Buckley has resigned from Mr.
Bernard Heeie'a company on account of ill
health. The actor had an attack of paral-
ysis a year or so ago. and since then he
has not been entirely welL A few weeks
since, his health haviua apparently im-
proved. Mr. Marcus Mayer engaged him for
Mrs. Beera's compsny, but at tho last min-u- t

he was compelled to relinquish his con-
tract. He will be replaced by Mr. II. B.
Conway, the English actor.

Sol Smith Russell is associated in the
ininOs of all thratcr-coer- s with a certain
class of characterizations. Homely, in the
sweet and beautiful Enplish acceptation
of the word, genial and sweet-tempere- d, ha
has been the exponent of the true hearts
which aro nearly always found in bodies
whose outside appearance, may not at lirst
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General ngont for the pAtek, Philippe

neem attractive. In PeRoefnl Valley," as
Hoaea Howe, he is conceded to have sur-
passed all hia proviooB etlorts.

Inherited brightness sometimes assorts
itself in the mitae of a boomrrangr. An in-
stance in point is supplied by an anecdote
conccrmns Bcerbohin Tree, the well-know- n

London actor, liis little daughter was
teasing him to buy her a pony. He de-
clared that be conld not afford to purcbaso
each luxuries, lint the child was a match
lor him. "Then, papa, why don't you play
a little better and make more money!"
asked the dear little innocent.

Miss Lillian Russell, who is to be the
reigning star at the Grand this week in

La Cigale," will wear tbefamons jeweled
pin for which a few or her New York ad-
mirers contributed $5,003 the other day. It
is a stunning ornament. In Its center is
one large solitaire diamond surrounded by
a number of stones set so carefully tbat
they all look like one Kohinoor. From the
center project sixteen points, every other
one being tipped with a stone.

Itiscluiniftd that Harry S. Smith. the
prolitio young author, has never producod
an unsuccessful comio opera or burlesque.
Among his more or less successful money
winners are "Kobin Hood." "The Crystal
Sliupcr'" "Sinbad." "The Tar and Tartar."
nnd "The Fencing Master." Now conies
"Jupiter' to eoniplete the list. This opera,
in which Diaby Bell is starring, has been
playing to phenomenal business, if reports
are to be believed, at a time when many
attraetionshave closed to avoid the disaster
of a presidential campaign.

Nat Goodwin is a rongh-andread- y Amer-
ican in disposition, and if there is anything
ho despises it is atlectation, nays human
ager, John Warner. When Nat was in Lon-
don last glimmer he happened to go down
to Bath one day with some friends, and
noticed in the coach a pompons, blonde-whisker- ed

man. whom he immediately rec-
ognized as Chevaiicr Scovel, the tenor
with the lordly name from Detroit Mich.
Goodwin didn't fancy Chevalier's Parisian
clothes and London dialect; neither did he
like the leering valet, who sat shrunk up
at the side of the pompons and self-satisfie- d

tenor. When Nat reached the hotel
he found that Scovel had already arrived
nnd had registered as follows: "Chevalier
Edwatd Scovel. London and New .York,
and man." Goodwin, who was tho next to
register, grabbed the pen and wrote "Nat
C. Goodwin, Earth, three aotors and
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